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parliament, transfer them or any other territories under British sover- 
eignty, not originally incorporated in the union, to the government of the 
union in accordance with terms laid down in a schedule appended to 
the constitution. These appear to offer sufficient guarantees that the 
principles of administration, hitherto in force, will be continued. 

The original name of Orange River Colony is to be revived; it will 
henceforth be known as Orange Free State. The proposal of this change, 
emanating from Doctor Jameson, is certainly significant of the prevail- 
ing good-feeling and absence of all rancor for old scores. 

One of the most difficult questions to settle was that of the capital. 
The importance of the issue was largely sentimental, but for that very 
reason more difficult to compromise than questions in which much greater 
material interests were involved. Pretoria and Cape Town were the 
two rival cities for the seat of government. Neither would forego its 
claims, and it seemed for a time that the union itself might be wrecked 
on this single question. At the very end of the convention a compromise 
was agreed to by which Pretoria is to become the seat of the administra- 
tion, while Cape Town is to be the meeting-place of the parliament; 
the appellate division of the supreme court is to be located at Bloemfon- 
tein. Punch offers the inhabitants of South Africa the consolation that 
this arrangement of three capitals is not after all so bad as if their new 
government were "to be at Pretoria on Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays, at Cape Town on Tuesdays and Saturdays and at Bloemfon ein 
on Thursdays and Sundays." Walter James Shepard. 

Election of United States Senators. The "Oregon Plan" of providing for 
the actual popular election of United States senators has been adopted 
by Nebraska. This action is not a radical innovation, but merely the 
last in a series of steps designed to bring the choice of these officials 
under popular control. The Nebraska constitution (adopted 1875) 
authorized the legislature to "provide that at the general election 
immediately preceding the expiration of the term of a United States 
senator from this state, the electors may by ballot express their prefer- 
ence for some person for the office." Such a provision was duly incor- 
porated in the general election law enacted in 1879. In 1904 and 1906 
senatorial candidates were nominated by state party conventions in 
advance of the legislative campaign, and the majority party in the 
ensuing legislature elected its candidate on the first ballot. In 1907 
a direct primary law was enacted which substituted nomination by the 
people for that by convention. Hence, with provisions for direct party 
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nomination and a popular vote on different party candidates only one 
stop remained, namely, to supplant the pledge, implied or explicit, 
to vote for the party choice, by providing by law that any legislative 
candidate may make a definite pledge to vote for the people's choice 
without regard to his individual preference. No candidate is legally 
required to make any pledge. But any candidate for legislative nomi- 
nation may file with his application to have his name placed on the offi- 
cial primary ballot a statement to the effect that he will if elected 
"always vote" for the people's choice for senator, or that he will consider 
the vote of the people as "nothing more than a recommendation." 
If a candidate files the former statement there is printed on the ballot 
after his name the words "promises to vote for people's choice for United 
States senator" ; but if the latter, the words, " will not promise to vote for 
people's choice for United States senator." The rest is left to public 
opinion. Leon E. Aylsworth. 



Elections Non-Partisan. Nebraska has enacted a law providing for 
the non-partisan nomination and election of all judges — county, district, 
and supreme, of state and county superintendents of public instruction, 
and of regents of the state university. Candidates for these offices 
"shall not be nominated, endorsed, recommended, censured, criticised, 
or referred to in any manner by any political party, or any political con- 
vention, or primary, or at any primary election." They are to be 
nominated by petition only. The nominating petition of a candidate 
for supreme judge must have at least 5000 signatures with not more than 
500 from any one county; that of a candidate for state superintendent or 
district judge 1000 signatures; and for county judge or superintendent, 
200 signatures. Every elector must "add to his signature his place of 
business, his residence, and address." These signatures are required to 
be verified by one who will take oath that he saw the various individuals 
sign and knows them to be qualified electors. 

Provision is made for a separate "official non-partisan ballot." The 
names of candidates are to be arranged under the various offices and 
rotated "in as equitable a manner as may be practicable." No party 
name or designation is to be given any candidate. Nothing whatever 
may appear on the ballot except the official heading, the offices to be 
filled, and the names of candidates with their postoffice addresses. 

The act further declares it " to be the purpose of the people of Nebraska 
t( i remove all of said offices entirely from the domain of partisan politics" 



